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Dear Constituent 

I am writing with an update of my work both in the constituency and around 
Parliament in the month of May. From the Local Elections taking place on the 5th  

of May to the Queen’s Speech, it has been an extremely busy month and below I 
will outline to you some of the work I have undertaken on behalf of the constituents 
of Jarrow.   

 

Local Elections  

I would like to congratulate all of the Labour candidates who stood in the election 
on Thursday 5th May, every candidate ran a brilliant campaign and represented 
both themselves and the Labour Party brilliantly.  

My congratulations go to all of our successful candidates, and I wish each 
Councillor all the best for their term. I also would like to offer my thanks and 
consolations to the candidates who were not successful in this round of elections.  

I look forward to continuing to work closely with all local Councillors to ensure the 
best for Jarrow constituents.  

Election day was an extremely busy day, and I was pleased to have been able to 
join several candidates on the doorstep.  
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Labour Outlook: May Day  

May Day is a great opportunity where collectively the Working Class can gather 
and reflect on generations of sacrifice and struggle. Whilst this time gives an 
opportunity to deepen into a nostalgic outlook, we also take time to reflect on 
battles that have been fought in the past. I wrote an article for Labour Outlook 
discussing the inspirations we can take from generations of sacrifice and struggle. 
You can read the article in full here. 

Pelaw Community Bowling Club 

I had a lovely afternoon visiting Pelaw Community Bowling Club this month to 
attend the opening ceremony of a Friendship Bench which has been designed by 
some of the children from Bill Quay Parliamentary School, St Albans Primary 
School, and local artist and blacksmith Graeme Hopper. The official opening was 
followed by a games session in which the children had great fun running around 
the green which was wonderful to see.  

 

Save South Tyneside Hospital Public Meeting 

The SSTHC hosted a public meeting this month to discuss the impact on our 
maternity services and the continued closure of the Midwife-Led Birthing Unit at 
South Tyneside Hospital. Unfortunately, due to other commitments I was unable 
to attend but I sent a statement along to express my support and solidarity. When 
I was elected as the MP for the Jarrow constituency in December 2019, I vowed to 
do everything I can to save our health services.  We owe it to the people who work 
in our NHS and to the people of South Tyneside.   

https://kate-osborne.co.uk/2022/05/03/take-inspiration-from-past-generations-of-sacrifice-and-struggle-on-mayday2022/
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Ongoing issues with passport applications  

I have had several constituents get in touch with me regarding delays to the 
processing of their passport applications by HM Passport Office.  

As I am sure some will have already seen, I have already written to the Home 
Secretary about this issue and asked her to urgently look into these delays. I am 
still awaiting a response.  

I understand and appreciate how frustrating these delays must be as I know that 
several of those awaiting their passports are due to go on their first holiday since 
the start of the pandemic and are really looking forward to this.  

My casework team have been working extremely hard for all constituents that 
have got in touch, emailing correspondence over to the Home Office, and often 
spending 2-3 hours at a time on hold to the Home Office trying to get resolutions 
for constituents who have urgent queries.  

I do have to let constituents know however that response times to MP offices from 
the Home Office are very long at the moment, and as a MP’s office, we 
unfortunately are unable to chase a response up by phone unless there are special 
circumstances such as a constituent needing to travel out of the country due to 
serious family illness or a bereavement abroad.  

HM Passport Office have also stated that they are unable to expedite applications 
for holidays if they have had their application for less than ten weeks. 

If HM Passport Office has had a UK-based application for longer than ten weeks 
and a constituent can evidence they are due to travel within the next fortnight, 
they have stated that their application will be expedited. Advice for this is for the 
constituent to call the Passport Adviceline on 0300 222 0000 to arrange this. 

Please be assured that we are doing all that we can to try and get a resolution for 
all constituents who get in touch, however unfortunately, it may be that even with 
our efforts that we are unable to get the passport application processed in time for 
holidays. 

Fostering Fortnight  

Following on from the debate I led in Westminster Hall last month, I urged the 
Government to take the opportunity presented by the Queen’s speech to commit 
to a fully funded National Fostering Strategy. In a climate where, over the last 12 
years, local authorities have been forced to adapt their operations through cuts to 
local expenditure, exacerbated by the pandemic, the demand for foster carers has 
never been greater, with many children needing emergency support. The fostering 
sector and carers need increased recognition and wraparound support from local 
authorities and independent fostering agencies. You can read more here. 

Queen’s Speech:  

The Queen’s Speech provided an opportunity for the Government to positively 
benefit peoples lives, yet we saw no real effort from the Government to take this 

https://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/politics/jarrow-mp-urges-government-to-use-queens-speech-to-pledge-action-on-crisis-in-the-foster-care-sector-3686858?fbclid=IwAR1JRadG5u9ho2_j8_y6vDYM3oYpyV0rbp-lgUIBitxiHc3aBMd9PIZKq6A
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opportunity. I spoke in the Queen’s Speech debate on the cost-of-living crisis, you 
can watch a clip from my contribution here. 

The Queen’s Speech neglected to include any measures that will provide 
emergency support to address the growing crisis, it was a speech full of rhetoric 
from an out of touch Government. Read more here. I also wrote about the failure 
of the Queen’s Speech in addressing the soaring living costs for one of my regular 
columns in the Shields Gazette which you can read in full here.   

Further to the issues regarding the cost-of-living crisis, the Queen’s Speech saw an 
exclusion of transgender people from the proposed ban on conversion therapy. 
Along with Nadia Whittome MP (Nottingham East) I called on the Government to 
implement a trans-inclusive ban of conversion therapy and co-wrote an article for 
Pink News, which you can read here.  

 

 

 

 

https://fb.watch/d76cGf5Wzb/
https://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/politics/queens-speech-slammed-by-south-tyneside-mps-over-failure-to-tackle-cost-of-living-crisis-3689369?fbclid=IwAR0r-GT_neaaNjiWUSptW3uuA4JZkSdy1GBHv7vikZCQwnnVM4o2kdKjEsc
https://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/opinion/columnists/kate-osborne-no-new-support-for-the-many-facing-soaring-living-costs-3689718?fbclid=IwAR11FT_hJaehDE_t8Dq-uc8knJuwszorVBu1fIAoy9oTPspiWjaRSG9Vu2Q
https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2022/05/17/conversion-therapy-ban-queens-speech-amendment/
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Epinay School:  

I thoroughly enjoyed visiting Epinay School in Jarrow this month where I was given 
a tour by Headteacher Chris Rue. The school had such a fabulous atmosphere, and 
the pupils were happy, confident, and independent learners preparing for 
adulthood. I wish them the very best of luck in moving to their new location in 
South Shields and I am already looking forward to visiting again in the future.  

 

Cleadon in Bloom  

It was great to meet up with the residents from Cleadon in Bloom at Cleadon 
Village Community Room to hear of their plans to restore the infrastructure and 
surroundings of Cleadon Pond. Cleadon in Bloom are applying to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund to secure funding to create a dipping platform, an educational 
feature and access improvements to increase the use of the area by school children 
and youth groups. Residents have my full support for their plans to create this 
improved central feature of the village and I want to thank each of them for the 
great work they do in the community.  
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KnifeSavers 

It was great to meet with KnifeSavers in Parliament to discuss the work they do. 
After being stabbed, a person can bleed to death in just 5 minutes and KnifeSavers 
is a campaign which educates and empowers people to treat life threatening knife 
injuries. KnifeSavers wants everyone to be able to stop the bleeding - keeping 
someone alive for long enough to get them an ambulance, and get them to 
hospital. The campaign's aim is for people to know what to do, and to have the 
tools (the bleed control kit) to do it. 

 

 

Go North East bus consultation 

Go North East are proposing to make some changes to services from 24th July. This 
includes removing routes altogether & changes to current routes/times. A full list 
of changes to services across the North East can be seen by clicking the link below. 
I will be making representation to Go North East about the cuts to services in our 
area. Have your say via the survey linked here. 

Fighting with Pride 

It was excellent to meet Caroline Paige and Craig Jones MBE, CEOs of Fighting 
with Pride in Parliament this month.  Fighting With Pride is a military charity 
supporting LGBT+ Veterans, serving personnel and their families. It was fantastic 
to hear about the important work that they do. 

You can find out more about the organisation here: 
https://www.fightingwithpride.org.uk/  

Thousands of LGBT+ veterans still live in shame and poverty, outside the military 
family and its network of support. They stepped forward to serve their country and 

https://www.gonortheast.co.uk/consultation
https://www.fightingwithpride.org.uk/
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were treated with shocking cruelty. It has been more than twenty years since the 
ban was lifted. 

The independent review which commenced in January is welcome, but it must be 
concluded in good time and include: 

– Provide compensation, and review and restore lost pensions 
– Issue a full, genuine apology on behalf of the nation 
– Restore veterans to the Retired List 
– Invest in the LGBT+ veteran community and much-needed support services 
– Take steps to ensure veterans feel welcome within the military family. 

 

Crisis in housing 

As we emerge from Covid & into a cost-of-living-crisis that is having a huge impact 
on peoples’ lives, we see people cutting back on groceries & unable to afford to put 
the heating on. The Government must commit to solving this housing crisis now. 
You can read the article I wrote for Labour Outlook on the housing crisis here. 

 

 

 

https://labouroutlook.org/2022/05/18/the-housing-crisis-has-gone-ignored-for-far-too-long-kate-osborne-mp/?fbclid=IwAR3uxvnWeqLtNPqE8qgfT30V7WwpFCeKR-Ct94FWdySrobdVJwSBnynC6s8
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Visitors in Westminster  

I was pleased to catch-up with Fellgate and Hedworth Councillor Audrey Huntley 
along with her friends and family in Westminster this week. It’s brilliant to see 
visitors return to Parliament after being closed to the public for so long.  

 

I was also extremely pleased to welcome South Tyneside’s Mayor, Councillor Pat 
Hay, and the Deputy Mayoress Jean Copp to Westminster this month.  
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Visit to South Tyneside College 

I had an enjoyable visit to South Tyneside College this month. It is so impressive to 
see the vast array of facilities available to students and the support available to 
them from staff. In the hair and beauty department I met with staff and students 
who were preparing for a national competition in Blackpool. I then was pleased to 
meet with staff in the health and wellbeing department to discuss the importance 
of mental health support in education settings, it was great to hear that the college 
puts mental health at the forefront in every aspect of learning.  

When visiting the arts class, I was shown Paige’s work, which was inspired by 
female artists who are often overlooked historically, which was very impressive. 
Following on, I was shown around the Marine Engineering facilities which were 
extremely impressive, I particularly enjoyed the simulator!  

I look forward to visiting again and seeing more of the great things South Tyneside 
College is doing. 
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Public Order Bill:  

The Government are once again trying to force through authoritarian measures – 
my statement on the Public Order Bill that has now passed its second reading is 
below. I will continue to vote against this dangerous bill. 

In one of my latest columns for the Shields Gazette, I discuss the authoritarian 
Public Order Bill that this Government is trying to rush through Parliament. You 
can read about it here. 

Parties at 10 Downing Street  

We have now seen the Sue Gray report published in full. The Prime Minister set the 
rules and did not follow them. He lied to MPs in the Commons and to the country, 
he has been fined by the police and now he has been condemned by the Sue Gray 
report. We already knew that Boris Johnson broke the law and partied through 
lockdown, whilst families were banned from seeing their dying relatives. Now we 
know that 10 Downing Street hosted weekly parties – ‘Wine-Time Friday’.  

https://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/opinion/columnists/kate-osborne-prime-ministers-personal-behaviour-does-not-stand-up-to-scrutiny-3708855?fbclid=IwAR0-xh20nMx3yt2K8RALP51MPL0lLmPS5eVM15tci-vILjPbhgCG6Dckuak
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The conclusions from Sue Gray’s report are damning and make clear that a large 
number of individuals who attended these events breached Covid regulations. As 
the Prime Minister, walking into any of those events he should have sent the staff 
home. It’s not just a lack of leadership from the Prime Minister, it’s a culture of 
partying, of arrogance and a betrayal of all the people in the Jarrow constituency 
and beyond, who were complying with the restrictions and all those key workers 
who were exhausting themselves providing public services. He is clearly not fit for 
public office and should resign. Read more in the Shields Gazette here. 

Department of Culture, Media, and Sport Question 

This month I asked the Department of Culture, Media, and Sport about the 
upcoming UEFA Women’s Championship, specifically asking why the North East 
of England is not hosting any of the matches throughout the tournament. You can 
see my question and the Ministers response here. 

Attorney General Question: 

In 2020, 1 in 20 victims of sexual assault reported being drugged or spiked by the 
perpetrator responsible for their assault, and that was before the terrifying reports 
last year of young women being injected. During questions to the Attorney 
General, I asked what more is being done to tackle the epidemic of ‘violence 
against women and girls’ (VAWG) as well as improving conviction rates for spiking 
related offenses. You can see my question and the response in full here.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/politics/south-tynside-mps-brand-prime-minister-boris-johnson-not-fit-for-office-and-a-disgrace-following-publication-of-sue-gray-report-into-partygate-3708754
https://fb.watch/dgeo4Pic6q/
https://twitter.com/KateOsborneMP/status/1530197151573233665?s=20&t=BRnmQU5GMwZw21sahnQ7zQ
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Cost-of-living 

This month, inflation rose 9 per cent to a 40 year high — and working families and 
pensioners are paying the price. The cost-of-living crisis deepens week on week 
and is the biggest threat in a generation to the living standards of the working class 
in this country. Read my column on this in the Morning Star here.  

The U-turn on a windfall tax from the Government is just not enough.  

It is shameful that it has taken this long for the Government to act when the cost-
of-living crisis has been hitting Jarrow constituents hard for a number of months. 
People will get help with less than half of the increase to energy prices. 

This temporary targeted levy isn’t enough. We need public ownership of energy, 
and we need to change the way energy is charged – at the moment the lowest 
paid who use the least electricity pay the most per unit for their electricity on pre-
payment meters – whilst the heaviest users get bulk discount. 

This package does not help people put food on the table, a one-off payment does 
not deal with a cost-of-living crisis, inflation at record high and the huge increase 
in food costs. For low-income and middle earners this announcement does 
nothing and Rishi Sunak has failed to uprate benefits to meet inflation – overall this 
is too little and too late. Read more in the Shields Gazette here.  

CLP Dinner 

On Friday 10th June, we are very pleased to be able to hold our first CLP dinner in 
over two years. It is being held at the Clarion Hotel, Boldon Business Park, Witney 
W, NE35 9PE at a cost of £30 per head.  

If you would like to attend, please contact the CLP Secretary Wilf Flynn at 
wilf.flynn@outlook.com or 07963518031.  

Advice surgeries 

As always, if you would like to contact my office for assistance or advice with any 
matter please do so, you can do this by emailing  kate.osborne.mp@parliament.uk 
or by calling my office between 9am-5pm Monday to Friday on 0191 4661509 

If you would like an appointment for a surgery, please make sure to keep an eye 
out on my social media pages for details of upcoming appointments. Alternatively, 
you can contact my office via email or phone, as above, to request an appointment 
at the next available opportunity.  

Yours sincerely,  

Kate Osborne MP  

Follow for more regular updates:  
Facebook – @kateosbornemp 
Twitter – @kateosbornemp 
Instagram – @kateosbornemp 
www.kate-osborne.co.uk  

https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/f/the-misery-we-face-is-a-political-choice?fbclid=IwAR2gf-pgWHuRE5BMQSj7JFYWcw4DqmUJdjH3l5D6_ivRtZLSJMTOKZeEdmk
https://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/politics/south-shields-and-jarrow-mps-react-to-chancellors-plans-to-tackle-cost-of-living-crisis-branding-government-shameful-and-out-of-touch-3710497?fbclid=IwAR1DvGT_zbQPIZQi2RWejoVwnEg_w4kJkz0-A1k-9bQcM_BIJStk9mSGdnw
mailto:kate.osborne.mp@parliament.uk
https://www.facebook.com/kateosbornejarrow/videos/702392167552657
https://twitter.com/KateOsborneMP?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/kateosbornemp/?hl=en
http://www.kate-osborne.co.uk/

