
 

  

Kate Osborne MP 

February 2022 Newsletter 



  February 2022 

1 
 

Dear Constituent,  

In the last month I have continued to work hard both in my Parliamentary duties, and in my duties 

around the constituency. I am grateful that during recess I was able to spend a lot of time out and 

about in the constituency while conducting some meetings virtually. I will outline to you in this 

newsletter my work throughout February.  

Parliamentary work:  

Northern Ireland visit: 

As part of my duties as PPS to the Shadow Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Peter Kyle MP, at 

the start of February along with Tonia Antoniazzi MP the Shadow Minister for Northern Ireland, I 

visited the Regina Coeli Hostel in West Belfast. It was an absolute pleasure to meet all of the workers 

and campaigners who are fighting to keep this vital facility open.  

Tonia and I also visited the Kingspan Stadium to discuss women’s rugby with the Ulster Rugby CEO 

Jonny Petrie and the women and girls’ development manager Eliza Downey. (Pictured bottom right)  

 

Leamside Line: 

I took part in the Westminster Hall Debate on the Leamside Line this month in which I argued for the 

benefits of reopening the line. Members of my team attended a stakeholder’s event at the section of 

the line in Follingsby in the constituency to further discuss the benefits of reopening this line and 

improving our area’s connectivity. You can watch my contribution to this debate here. 

https://www.facebook.com/kateosbornejarrow/videos/669309600862902
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Pictured with Louise Haigh- MP, Shadow Secretary of State for Transport and Tan Dhesi, Shadow 

Minister for Railways. 

 

Department for Work and Pensions Questions: 

I had the opportunity to ask the Secretary of State what the department is doing to tackle child 

poverty. No child should live in poverty, yet the End Child Poverty Coalition report that out of the 20 

UK parliamentary constituencies with the highest increase in child poverty, 17 of them are in the North 

East. You can see the clip of my question and the response here. 

Women and Equalities Questions 

I was able to ask the Women and Equalities Minister if he can categorically confirm that the 

Government is going to remove the rule whereby a trans person’s spouse has to consent to them 

gaining a Gender Recognition Certificate. You can see my question and the Ministers response in full 

here.  

Constituency visits 

During the February recess I was so pleased to have been able to get out and about within the 

constituency and I am grateful to have had so many meetings throughout February with constituents, 

local charities, schools, and businesses. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/kateosbornejarrow/videos/407052727856052
https://twitter.com/KateOsborneMP/status/1496504210585698306?s=20&t=HCbJnTz0TZoDr9QppP14Dg
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Meeting with South Tyneside Citizen’s Advice:  

I work closely with South Tyneside Citizens Advice, and I was happy to meet with Ian Thompson the 

Chief Exec to discuss a wide range of issues. We discussed the rising energy prices, increasing fuel 

debt, cuts to Universal Credit, Tyne Tunnel fines and the cost-of-living crisis. It was a very productive 

conversation and I look forward to continuing to work closely with Ian and the rest of their team. 

 

South Shields Museum and Art Gallery: It was excellent to meet with Adam from South Shields 

Museum and Art Gallery to discuss their future exhibitions. I am looking forward to visiting the 

museum and art gallery in person in the not-too-distant future!  
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Children’s Services in South Tyneside: 

I met with Shona Gallagher, Director of Children’s Services at South Tyneside Council, and Hebburn 

North Councillor Adam Ellison the Lead Member for Children, Young People and Families to discuss 

the work of Children’s Services in the Jarrow Constituency. I will continue to work collaboratively with 

both Shona and Adam to stand up for the children and young people of the Jarrow constituency.  

 

National Apprentice Week:  

As part of National Apprentice Week 2022, I had a meeting with Hollie from Hays Travel in Jarrow. 

Hollie’s attitude towards her work was brilliant and it was clear to see that Hollie is genuinely enjoying 

her apprenticeship!  
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Bill Quay Primary School:  

I was glad to be able to visit Bill Quay Primary School during February. I met and spoke with Year 6 

Children about my role as MP for the Jarrow constituency and got to answer some great questions 

from the children. I always love visiting schools within the constituency, and I look forward to visiting 

many more in the months ahead!  

Jarrow Royal Mail Delivery Office: 

On my visit this month to the Jarrow Royal Mail Delivery Office, it was great to see first-hand the work 

of our local postal service as well as getting the opportunity to discuss how during the pandemic Royal 

Mail kept our postal service going. As the visit was during #HeartUnionsWeek I was pleased to also 

have the opportunity to meet up with the Communication Workers Union Rep Jimmy, who serves as 

a reminder that a strong union in the workplace protects us all.  
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Arts4Wellbeing:  

It was a pleasure to visit Arts4Wellbeing recently, an organisation committed and passionate about 

working with people with mental health needs, physical disabilities and learning disabilities in south 

Tyneside. They provide much needed therapeutic and creative support to their clients. I look forward 

to visiting again in the future.  

 

 

Hebburn Minewater Project:  

It was fantastic to visit the Hebburn Minewater Energy Scheme with Councillor John MacCabe and the 

Labour candidate for Hebburn South, Angela Lamonte. The Minewater project will provide renewable 

heat to public sector buildings in Hebburn by collecting mine water from Hebburn Colliery. This project 

is one of the first of its kind in the UK and is expected to reduce 319 tonnes of CO2 each year, helping 

us move towards our goal of becoming carbon neutral by 2030.  
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Meeting with Hebburn North and Monkton Councillors 

It was great to catch up with Cllr Liz McHugh and Cllr Joan Keegan recently in the constituency office.   

We discussed a range of issues that affect both the Monkton and Hebburn North wards and I look 

forward to continuing to work together for residents in both wards in the future. 
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Clegwell and Hartleyburn CIO  

After meeting with Cllr Liz McHugh in the constituency office, I was pleased to visit Clegwell and 

Hartleyburn CIO alongside Cllr McHugh and James Trainer to see the new Positive Young Activities 

Centre which opened earlier this month. I look forward to visiting again in the future.  

 

Mental Health Concern 

I had an extremely productive call with Adam Crampsie, the CEO of Mental Health Concern, a charity 

that provides integrated mental health support to adults in the North East. We discussed a range of 

issues, including the impact the cost-of-living crisis is having on people’s mental health. It is so 

important that more is done to protect and support the most vulnerable in society.  
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Hebburn Helps  

It was a pleasure to be invited to Hebburn Helps this past month to view their new premises in 

Hebburn town centre, incorporating The Den, a safe space for community groups to meet including 

Men @ The Den on Mondays and their new sewing and knitting groups! Thank you to all of the 

volunteers who have made this possible, you are all truly fabulous! If you are in the Hebburn area and 

in need of support, you can contact Hebburn Helps on 0191 489 9707 

 

Bede Helping Hands Foodbank 

I had a catch up with Tracy from Bede Helping Hands this month and Joe from NAAFI Break South 

Tyneside, who both do such fantastic and selfless work in the community. They are both real 

community heroes! If you live in Jarrow and are struggling with food, please don’t hesitate to contact 

Bede Helping Hands by calling 0191 816 3021.  
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Campaigning work: 

February is LGBT History Month. It is so important that while we continue to fight for equality, that 

we remember both the achievements and sacrifices made by the LGBTQ+ community in the past. 
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Rising energy prices:  

The rising cost of gas and electricity is extremely worrying and is hitting working-class people the 

hardest. I have already spoken with many constituents who are seeing sharp increases in the price of 

their bills. I discuss this issue and the Government’s failures to protect those on low incomes in one of 

my monthly columns for the Shields Gazette which you can read here.  

 

Justice for Stuart Curriers: 

 Soaring fuel costs are hitting delivery drivers very hard. Stuart delivery drivers aren’t guaranteed 

minimum wage and cover all their own fuel and vehicle costs. Following a 24% pay cut and as of the 

22nd of February, Stuart Couriers were on day 62 of their strike. So, I've signed EDM 911.  

 

https://kate-osborne.co.uk/2022/02/03/government-is-failing-to-protect-those-on-low-incomes/
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/59413
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World Cancer Day: 

The 4th of February saw World Cancer Day. With one in two of us, facing a cancer diagnosis within our 

lifetimes, cancer is an issue that hugely impacts the lives of most families. 

Macmillan Cancer Support have an incredible support line that is available 7 days a week, 8am-8pm, 

on 0808 808 00 00, for those who need advice, support or even just a listening ear. 

NHS Waiting Lists: 

Over the past decade this Conservative Government has continually underfunded our NHS. Millions 

of people across the country are having to wait months or years for treatment, often in pain or 

discomfort. It is clear that the longer we give the Tories, the longer patients will wait. 
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Labour’s plan for mental health: 

With long waiting lists for treatment and support, it is vital that we address the current crisis in mental 

health services. That’s why Labour will make mental health treatment available within a month of 

referral. I met with Dr Rosena Allin-Khan MP, Shadow Minister for Mental health to discuss this 

important issue.  

 

#HeartUnions Week 

As a lifelong trade unionist, being a part of a union has played a huge role in my life. #HeartUnions 

week in February was an opportunity to celebrate and share the benefits of having a trade union 

membership! You can read my column in the Shields Gazette that further explains the benefits of 

being in a union – just click here. 

 

https://kate-osborne.co.uk/2022/02/18/heartunions-week/
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Uber and GMB 

Well-done to GMB Union for securing a recognition deal with Uber and continuing to fight for the 

rights for Uber drivers. When Uber tried to exploit drivers, GMB took them to court and won 

because there is power in a union. Solidarity to you all.  

 

End Water Poverty Campaign 

It was great to meet with Consumer Council for Water. I am fully supportive of their campaign to 

end water poverty in Britain. It is unacceptable that my constituents are charged an average of £328 

on their annual bill, with 8% of people being in water poverty.   
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23 Together 

Solidarity to the over 1500 NEU Union members from Girls Day School Trust who are on strike 

against plans to cut their pensions by at least 20% per year.  

 

Ukraine 

Russian aggression must end, and my thoughts are with the victims of this unnecessary war. Putin 

must withdraw his troops immediately and return to diplomacy. I stand firmly with the Ukrainian 

people and Britain must become a safe haven for all those who are going to be displaced and 

effected by this Russian brutality.  
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Letters and Early Day Motions:  

‘Plan for Living with COVID-19’: 

There are over 500,000 immunocompromised people living in the UK. I have written a letter to the 

Prime Minister and the Health Secretary to ask how their ‘plan for living with covid-19’ will protect 

them.  
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Letter to Barchester Care 

I have written to Barchester Care to ask them to reconsider their decision to tear up the trade union 

recognition agreements at many of their sites, including Bedewell Grange Care Home in the 

constituency. As a former trade union representative, I will always stand on the side of workers. 
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Updates:  

DVSA Test Centre Bede Industrial Estate  

I have secured a meeting in Westminster with Transport Minister Baroness Vere, who has lead 

responsibility for the DVSA to discuss the unnecessary closure of South Shields Driving Test Centre on 

the Bede Industrial Estate in Jarrow. This closure must not be allowed to happen, and I will be relaying 

this to the Minister this week. I’m fully aware that the proposed closure will hugely impact not just 

driving instructors, but also the vast number of students who learn to drive each year.  It really is 

unacceptable that there has not been any justification from the DVSA as to why the Jarrow facility is 

permanently closing from 10th April. I will be urging the Minister to step in and put a stop to this 

unnecessary closure. I have also been in touch with campaigners to provide an update on this 

important development. I will continue to provide further updates as and when I can. 

Advice Surgeries:  

Make sure to check my social media channels to find out when my upcoming surgeries are! As always 

if you need any assistance from me or my team, please contact me at 

kate.osborne.mp@parliament.uk  or call 0191 466 1509 and I will do everything I can to help. 

Visit my website or social media to keep up to date with my work throughout the month.  

Facebook: @kateosbornejarrow  

Twitter: @kateosbornemp  

Website: www.kate-osborne.co.uk  

Warmest wishes, 

Kate Osborne MP 

Member of Parliament for the Jarrow constituency 

mailto:kate.osborne.mp@parliament.uk

