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Dear _____ 

I am writing today to provide an update on my work in Parliament and 
around the constituency over the last month. I would also like to take this as 
an opportunity to wish you and your loved ones a very Happy Christmas and 
a peaceful and happy 2022.  

Constituency Visits  

Visits to schools (virtual and in-person)  

Over the last month, I have been pleased to have visited numerous schools 
throughout the constituency – both in person and virtually.  

I was able to virtually speak to students at St Matthew’s RC Primary School 
in Jarrow who had booked an Education & Engagement Digital Workshop. 
It is always great to see children learning more about Parliament and I am 
always happy to speak to them about the work that I do daily.  

 

I was also fortunate enough to be able to visit students at St Matthew’s in 
person, where the winner of my Christmas card competition is a student. 
(You can see the winning design at the top of this email) I dropped by the 
school to deliver Sam’s prize for achieving first place and while I was there, I 
had a great Q&A with the students and was even able to meet the school’s 



Eco-Committee and speak to them about climate change and the 
environment.  

 

 

I also visited Fellgate Primary School to deliver prizes to two of the runner’s-
up in the Christmas card competition. Both Jamie and Lacie’s designs were 
fantastic and are printed on the back of my card! 

 



 

One of my favourite parts about my role as MP, is being able to meet 
students from the constituency and speak with teachers about issues 
important to the education of our children. It is also extremely important to 
me that schools are given the guidance they need, particularly regarding 
Covid-19. It was excellent to meet with Headteachers from around the 
constituency to discuss how Covid has affected the schools and how the role 
of a Headteacher has changed.  

 

 

Community visits:  

It was great to call into Hebburn Helps recently, the volunteers there are 
continuing to do a marvellous job at such a busy time of the year. They really 
are a credit to our local community! Support your local foodbank if you can! 

 



It was also lovely to call into Bede Helping Hands to see their amazing work. 
It is so much more than just a foodbank, providing a community support 
centre with a shop selling pre-loved items all for just £1. I am so grateful for 
the volunteers who do such important work within our community.  

 

Third Annual Boldon Christmas Lights Switch-on:  

I was grateful to have been invited along to the third annual Christmas light 
switch on at the Boldon Community Centre. Although the weather meant 
we were unable to go ahead as planned, those involved managed to adapt 
the plans quickly and were able to run the event from inside the Community 
Centre.  



It was lovely to meet so many people, particularly the small business owners 
who had stalls in the market! Thank you to all of those involved who made 
the event so wonderful!  

 

 

 

Local Issues:  

In the past month some very important local issues have risen and myself 
and my team are working hard to ensure we get what is best for the 
constituency.  

The Lord Nelson Pub:  

After being contacted by several constituents, I wrote to the Stonegate 
Group to relay the concerns voiced to me. You can read the letter in full 
below.  



 

Following sending this letter about the forthcoming management 
structure of the Lord Nelson Pub, I met with a representative of the 
Stonegate Group to further express the strength of feeling from residents 
that the Lord Nelson should remain a community pub and discuss the 
concerns around the future of the current landlady, Lesley.  Although the 
restructure will go ahead, the Stonegate Group have provided reassurances 



that the pub will remain a community pub and that Lesley will be joining 
the team after the restructure. It is so important that we protect and 
maintain the strong sense of community that the Jarrow constituency has 
held for so long and I hope that this outcome will help in preserving that.  

DVSA Test Centre on the Bede Industrial Estate 

After concerns being raised by constituents about the possible closure of 
the DVSA Test Centre on the Bede Industrial Estate in Jarrow I immediately 
raised this matter with the Chief Executive of the DVSA. I have received 
responses that are wholly unacceptable, and I am working to take this 
matter further.  

I have received correspondence from the Transport Minister and the Chief 
Executive of the DVSA and I am informed that the DVSA would be happy to 
meet with the local approved driving instructor community. I am currently 
working on arranging a meeting as soon as possible. I encourage as many 
driving instructors as possible to attend this meeting to demonstrate their 
overwhelming concerns regarding this matter. Please contact me at 
kate.osborne.mp@parliament.uk with your name, address and contact 
details and I will make the necessary arrangements for you to join this 
meeting. 

 

Campaigning work: 

I continue to work alongside multiple campaign groups to lobby 
Government to do the right thing, whilst raising awareness for important 
issues that affect us all.  

Paid Leave for miscarriage 

I have lent my support to a legislative campaign to extend paid leave 
protection for families experiencing miscarriage at an earlier stage of 
pregnancy. It is so important that families who suffer the loss of a baby are 
given the time to grieve and mourn their loss. You can read more about the 
campaign here. 

https://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/politics/jarrow-mp-backs-campaign-to-introduce-paid-leave-for-families-who-experience-miscarriage-before-24-weeks-3465926


North East Bus Services 

It is so important that the Government 
act to prevent a bus funding crisis from 
hitting our communities hard with 
reduced services and routes being 
slashed. I will continue to urge the 
Government to save our busses.  

 

 

Fix Streaming Bill  

I was happy to join Kevin Brennan MP (Cardiff West), along with other MPs 
and campaigners outside of Parliament to support Kevin’s Fix Streaming 
Bill. Artists must be paid properly for their work!  

 

 

World Aids Day 

The fight to tackle HIV remains as important as ever. It is clear that a global 
and collective effort is the best effort to tackle the crisis to ensure that lives 
can be saved, and transmission can be prevented.  



 

 

 

 

 



Mineworkers Pension Scheme 

To my disappointment, the recent Budget saw no action on the 
Mineworkers Pension Scheme. As a group of MPs who represent Coalfield 
communities, we have once again written to the Chancellor calling for an 
end to the Government profiting from Miners Pensions. You can read the 
letter in full below.  



 

 

 



 

Helping Hands Volunteering  

I volunteered along with Florence Eshalomi MP (Vauxhall) with the ‘Helping 
Hands’ campaign which aims to provide more than 2000 free hot meals 
during the Christmas week to elderly, lonely and homeless people in 
Lambeth.  

 

My work in Parliament 

Private Parliamentary Secretary 

I am pleased to announce that I have accepted the position of Private 
Parliamentary Secretary (PPS) to Peter Kyle MP the Shadow Minister of 
State for Northern Ireland. I am looking forward to working alongside Peter 
and Tonia (Shadow Northern Ireland Minister) at a crucial time for Northern 
Ireland. You can learn more about the role of a PPS here.  

 

 

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn04942/


Levelling up, Housing and Communities question 

Local authorities are expected to meet housing investment requirements of 
the Government’s energy performance targets, despite suffering over a 
decade of cuts. I was able to ask the Minister for Levelling up, Housing and 
Communities, how local authorities are expected to do this without the 
funding that they need from the Government. You can see my question and 
the response I got here.  

 

Department for Health Question 

With the recent discovery of the Omicron variant, I asked the Heath 
Secretary what steps the Government has taken to mitigate time out of 
education, to ensure that our children can stay in school and remain in 
education. You can see my question and the response I got here. 

 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office Question 

Human rights abuses are continuing at an appalling rate across Colombia, 
with more than 100 instances of people being blinded because of police 
firing projectiles at protesters during the national strikes earlier this year. I 
was able to ask the Minister about this at the FCDO questions. You can see 
in full my question and the Ministers response here.  

 

Health and Care Bill 

The Health and Care Bill is a major risk to 
the future of our NHS. I firmly opposed 
this Bill and voted against it in 
Parliament. It will lead to more NHS 
privatisation, more Tory cronyism and 
damage our NHS. We must continue to 
urge this Government to protect our 
NHS, not privatise it.  

 

 

 

Letter to the Home Office 

I have sent a letter to the Home Secretary to call for an urgent investigation 
around the length of time it is taking for the Home office to process asylum 

https://twitter.com/KateOsborneMP/status/1465415682821087236?s=20
https://twitter.com/KateOsborneMP/status/1465434123120566275?s=20
https://twitter.com/KateOsborneMP/status/1465713543689428999?s=20


applications in the UK. This letter was signed with cross-party support by 92 
MPs and Parliamentarians who share my concern. You can read the letter 
in full below.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 



Women and Equalities Question 

I asked the Women and Equalities Minister to confirm whether a conversion 
therapy ban will cover non-physical conversion practices in religious 
settings. I received a disappointing answer from Liz Truss MP and have 
written to her for further clarification, you can read the letter I’ve sent in full 
below.  



It is vital that a ban on the abhorrent practice of conversion therapy leaves 
no loopholes that would allow the practice to continue. If you would like to 
read more about this issue and why it is dangerous, you can read about it 
via the BBC or via Pink News. To see my question and the response in full 
you can click here. 

Votes on Covid-19 Restrictions 

Unfortunately, as I was in close contact with someone who tested positive 
for Covid, I was self-isolating while awaiting the results of a PCR test and 
therefore I was unable to participate in the votes on Covid restrictions. My 
vote was paired, and the Whips were aware of the circumstances. You can 
read my statement in full here in which I outline my stance on these 
matters.  

My Column’s for the Shields Gazette 

The Government’s integrated rail plan fails to deliver on the levelling up 
agenda and the much-needed commitment for transformational projects 
for the North. I discussed these issues in one of my column’s this month, 
which you can read in full here.  

I wrote my other column on the social care cost change, which will hit the 
least-well-off the hardest. This change is unfair and will cost those less well-
off and northern people more in care home fees. You can read the column 
in full here.  

 

Two Years since my election 

I am proud that 2 years ago I was elected as MP for the Jarrow constituency. 
It has been a difficult two years, but I feel positive and optimistic for the year 
ahead. It is an honour to represent the great people of our community and 
I will continue to do so to the best of my ability.  

I send out these newsletters with updates of the work I do, but what I don’t 
share often is the work myself and my team do behind the scenes in the 
office helping constituents daily, with any issues or concerns that they have.  

Just this year alone, my team has helped constituents with thousands of 
cases and answered thousands of enquiries about policy issues and 
campaigns.  

Some of issues that we have helped constituents with are: 

- Residents being rehoused or having their banding changed due to a 
change of circumstances 

- Being awarded a back payment of benefits  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-59409689
https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2021/11/25/liz-truss-conversion-therapy-ban-free-speech-religion/
https://twitter.com/KateOsborneMP/status/1463500779952685056
https://www.facebook.com/kateosbornejarrow/posts/344444020824066
https://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/opinion/columnists/kate-osborne-take-a-long-term-approach-to-the-funding-of-our-railways-3487520
https://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/opinion/columnists/kate-osborne-social-care-cost-change-will-hit-the-least-well-off-hardest-3470016


- Being awarded compensation by DWP/HMRC for errors/delays made on 
claims. 

- Liaising with the Home Office re. immigration cases 

- Help with issues about health services  

If you or a family member need help with anything at all, please do get in 
touch with my office by emailing kate.osborne.mp@parliament.uk and 
myself and my team will be happy to help.  

Advice Surgeries: 

Make sure to check my social media channels to find out when my 
upcoming surgeries are!  

Finally, I would like to wish you and yours, a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. I look forward to continuing my work both in Parliament 
and around the constituency to hopefully make 2022 a better year. 

As always if you need any assistance from me or my team please contact 
me at kate.osborne.mp@parliament.uk or call 0191 466 1509 and I will do 
everything I can to help. 

Visit my website or social media to keep up to date with my work 
throughout the month.  

 
Facebook: @kateosbornejarrow  
Twitter: @kateosbornemp  
Website: www.kate-osborne.co.uk  
 

Warmest wishes, 

Kate Osborne MP 

Member of Parliament for the Jarrow constituency  

 

mailto:kate.osborne.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:kate.osborne.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.kate-osborne.co.uk/

