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Hello, 

I am writing to provide you with an update of my work in the past month, both in 
Parliament and around the constituency. This month my autumn/winter 
newsletter began being sent out to houses throughout the constituency, so keep 
your eyes out for that! 

Jarrow March:  

Following from my column in the Shields Gazette that I shared with you in the 
last newsletter. The Tribune Mag wrote a brilliant piece on the history of the 
Jarrow Crusade which you can read in full here. I have also tabled an EDM to 
highlight the significance of the 85th anniversary of the Jarrow Crusade as well as 
to drive home the importance of this anniversary, both for our community and for 
Parliament too. You can read the motion in full here. 

Campaign Groups:  

I was pleased to get the opportunity to attend the Long Live the Local’s event in 
Parliament recently to discuss the importance of pubs locally as they pump billions 
into our economy and help create connected communities.  

 

I wrote to the Chancellor of the Exchequer calling for the Government to do more 
to support our pubs and breweries. You can read my letter in full below. 

https://tribunemag.co.uk/2021/10/jarrow-crusade-march-anniversary-unemployment-work-north-east
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/59108
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The Eyes Have It 

I was grateful to attend The Eyes Have It event in Westminster with the Fight for 
Sight and Macular Society. The campaigners had a VR headset which gave a real 
insight into what it’s like having sight-loss at different levels. It is so important to 
maintain good eye health!  

 

Dogs Trust 

It was excellent to meet with Dogs Trust in Parliament recently. I fully support Dogs 
Trust in their calls for Government to raise the minimum age for puppies to enter 
the UK to six months and to increase penalties for those caught importing dogs 
illegally. 
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In the Commons:  

Home Office questions:  

I had the chance to ask the Home Secretary what is being done to support victims 
of trafficking after leaving immigration detention. Since 2016, only 4,500 suspected 
trafficking victims have been referred for support after leaving detention. See my 
question in full and the Home Secretary’s response here. 

Trade Questions: 

In Colombia this year alone, 43 people were killed by police during protests in April 
and May, and with more than 100 social leaders having been murdered and former 
FARC combatants continuing to be targeted at an appalling rate, I asked the Trade 
Minister to answer to calls to suspend Colombia’s membership of the UK-Andean 
trade agreement. See my question and the Minister’s response in full here. 

Budget Debate 

The Budget had nothing to do with levelling up or building back better, it is the 
same old Tory economic policy that will squeeze people on low and middle 
incomes, while giving a tax cut to the super rick. It does very little for the North East 
and for constituencies such as Jarrow. You can see my full speech in this debate 
here. 

Prime Minister Questions:  

I was fortunate to be selected in the draw meaning I was able to ask the Prime 
Minister a question during PMQ’s. It is clear the Prime Minister isn’t serious about 
“levelling up” and is just using it as a meaningless, populist slogan. See my question 
and the Prime Ministers response in full here. 

 

Early Day Motions and Joint Letters 

NHS Health and Care Bill  

I was happy to support Margaret Greenwood MPs (Wirral West) letter to the 
Minister for Health and Social Care calling on the Government to protect the pay 
and pensions, and other important terms and conditions of our NHS Staff in the 
Health and Care Bill. If you want to read the letter in full, you can do so here. 

Letter to the Secretary of State for Education 

With Covid cases rising, I wrote to the Secretary of State for Education in support 
of Unite the Union, GMB Union, The National Education Union, NASUWT The 
Teachers Union and Unison’s call for the Government to give all education settings 
the guidance and resources they need to ensure education settings are safe for all, 
staff, and students alike. You can read the letter in full below: 

https://twitter.com/KateOsborneMP/status/1450123402832977925?s=20
https://twitter.com/KateOsborneMP/status/1451190754043301895?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/kateosbornejarrow/videos/412666280445050
https://www.facebook.com/kateosbornejarrow/videos/941664273364566
https://twitter.com/KateOsborneMP/status/1447848513484775428?s=20
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Leamside Line: 

Following on from my question to the Prime Minister at PMQs, I have also signed 
a joint letter raising concerns about the East Coast Main Line and calling the 
Minister for State to consider the reinstatement of the Leamside Line to ensure 
infrastructure meets the needs of both today and the future. You can read the 
letter in full below:  
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MP Pension Fund:  

Along with many MPs from across the house, I am pleased to have signed this letter 
coordinated by Zarah Sultana MP (Coventry South), calling for the MPs’ Pension 
Fund to divest from the fossil fuel industry. We must stop funding the climate 
disaster we face.  
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£15 an hour, Early Day Motion:  

I signed my name to an Early Day Motion calling for a £15 an hour minimum wage. 
A £9.50 living wage is simply not enough. This Government needs to pay people 
properly. Read the motion in full here. 

 

Fire and Rehire: 

Tory MPs showed their lack of care about workers and their rights in October 
as they talked out and subsequently blocked Barry Gardiner’s (Brent North MP) 
Private Members Bill which would have banned the abhorrent practice of Fire 
and Rehire. The Tories vote has killed off any chance to go further in Parliament. 
They condemned fire and rehire yet proved once again they simply provide an 
empty rhetoric and failure to act when given the opportunity. I am proud to 
have supported Barry’s Bill and I will continue to fight for this disgraceful tactic 
to be outlawed.  

 

 

Increasing Reports of Spiking:  

The recent reports of spiking via injections are horrific. I released a statement 
on my website highlighting my concerns which you can read in full here. I have 
also written to the Home Secretary to demand that this Government do more 
than place the responsibility on women and girls to take measures to protect 
themselves. It is not enough to tell people who have been spiked to report it, 
there needs to be action taken by the Government to change the toxic culture 

https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/58994
https://kate-osborne.co.uk/2021/10/20/spiking-via-injection/
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that results in these attacks being commonplace. I will update you of the Home 
Secretary’s response as soon as I can.  

 

COP 26:  

Ahead of COP26 it was hard to believe that the Chancellors Budget contained 
little more than a reference to the climate emergency. The Government and 
world leaders must do more to combat the climate crisis. It is not enough to 
simply use climate change buzzwords and take performative actions. The 
government and world leaders must act now and work together to ensure 
meaningful steps are taken worldwide to reduce the impact we have on the 
climate.  

For one of my regular columns in the Shields Gazette I wrote on about the 
significance of the COP26 conference, you can read the column in full here. 

Tory Corruption 

Boris Johnson and his Government have been embroiled by further reports of 
corruption. I have written a column in the Shields Gazette on these appalling 
scandals which you can read in full here. This Government is rotten to the core, 
the large overwhelming public outrage has reminded this shameful 
Government that they cannot continue to force through votes and corruption. 
We will continue to keep exposing their shameful behaviour and put pressure 
on them to do the right thing.  

Free Nazanin:  

Richard Ratcliffe was on a hunger 
strike outside the Foreign Office for a 
total of 21 days to urge the 
Government to take proactive steps to 
get his wife Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe 
home. I visited with Richard on day 16 
of his hunger strike to support him. 

Nazanin is being arbitrarily detained 
in Iran and has been for over 2000 
days. I visited Richard on day 16 of his 
hunger strike.  

I will continue to urge the 
Government to do more to help free 
Nazanin. This has gone on for far too 
long.  

 

 

https://kate-osborne.co.uk/2021/10/28/it-is-crucial-that-world-leaders-take-decisive-action-to-protect-our-planet/
https://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/opinion/columnists/kate-osborne-a-government-rotten-to-core-with-sleaze-and-corruption-3452774
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Remembrance Day:  

I was invited to place a poppy in the Constituency 
Memorial Garden on the Parliamentary Estate in 
New Palace Yard. I dedicated the cross to Private 
Thomas Young who was born in Boldon Colliery 
and Served as a stretcher bearer on the western 
front. He was awarded the Victoria Cross in 1918 for 
his bravery as he put his own life at risk to save nine 
lives, with the citation for his Victoria cross stating 
‘the great skill he showed in dealing with casualties 
is beyond praise.’ I also wanted to pay tribute to all 
of those from the Jarrow constituency who have 
served in our forces. We are eternally grateful for 
their dedication and sacrifice. Lest we forget.  
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Remembrance Sunday 

I was proud to attend the Remembrance Sunday service in Jarrow. ‘They shall 
not grow old, as we that are left to grow old; Age shall not weary them, nor the 
years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will 
remember them.’ 
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Advice Surgeries: 

Make sure to check my social media channels to find out when my 
upcoming surgeries are!  

As always if you need any assistance from me or my team please contact 
me at kate.osborne.mp@parliament.uk or call 0191 466 1509 and I will do 
everything I can to help. 

Visit my website or social media to keep up to date with my work 
throughout the month.  

Kate Osborne MP – MP for The Jarrow Constituency (kate-osborne.co.uk) 

Facebook: @kateosbornejarrow  
Twitter: @kateosbornemp  

Warmest wishes, 

Kate Osborne MP 

Member of Parliament for the Jarrow constituency  

 

mailto:kate.osborne.mp@parliament.uk
https://kate-osborne.co.uk/

